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SUB J : ASSEMBLY DELEGATES VISIT ZONE AS "ACT OF SOVEREIGNTY" 
REF: PANAMA A-912 

SUMMARY: A GOP NEWSPAPER HAS REPORTED VISIT TO THE 
CANAL ZONE BY GROUP OF ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVES. 
ALTHOUGH THE VISIT WAS DESCRIBED AS AN ASSERTION OF 
SOVEREIGNTY, NO OFFICIAL MEETINGS OR GOVERNMENT 
BUSINESS WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN CARRIED ON DURING 
THE VISIT. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, THE GOP-CONTROLLED NEWSPAPER 
MATUTINO GAVE FRONT PAGE COVERAGE OF VISIT BY DELEGATES 
OF THE ASSEMBLY OF REPRESENTATIVES OF CORREGIMIENTOS 
TO SITES IN THE CANAL ZONE THE PREVIOUS SATURDAY, 
DESCRIBING VISIT AS ASSERTION OF PANAMANIAN SOVEREIGNTY. 

2. THE DELEGATES OF THE ASSEMBLY. WHICH IS NOW IN ITS 
ANNUAL SESSION, VISITED THE MIRAFLORES LOCKS, THE 
SUMMIT GARDENS. AND OTHER SITES BEFORE CONCLUDING THEIR 
EXCURSION AT THE HOME OF FELLOW DELEGATE 
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OF THE ZONE. 

3. FUENTES REPORTEDLY TOLD HER COLLEAGUES THAT "YOU 
ARE WITNESSING A COMPLETE NORTH AMERICAN SOCIALISM IN 
WHICH... THE PANAMANIANS LIVE 

IN A SECTOR APART FROM THE NORTH AMERICANS AND APART 
FROM THE PANAMANIANS FROM THE REST OF THE REPUBLIC." 

A DELEGATE FROM REMOTE BOCAS DEL TORO PROVINCE 
RESPONDED, SAYING "ON PASSING THROUGH THESE STREETS WE 
ARE FILLED WITH PATRIOTISM, BECAUSE THEY ARE IN FOREIGN 
HANDS AND WE SHOULD RECOVER THEM." 

4. COMMENT: ON SEPTEMBER 4, LT. COL. RUBEN PAREDES 
WITH VARIOUS COLON LOCAL OFFICIALS MADE AN "OFFICIAL" 
VISIT TO THE ATLANTIC SECTOR OF THE CANAL ZONE, MEETING 
WITH PANAMANIAN RESIDENTS OF THE CANAL ZONE AT THE 
HOME OF THE OTHER ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVE RESIDING IN 
THE ZONE (SEE REFAIR). IN CONTRAST TO THE NEWSPAPER 
TREATMENT OF THE PAREDES VISIT, THE STORIES THIS TIME 
DESCRIBE THE VISIT AS ASSERTION OF SOVEREIGNTY BUT 
MAKE NO INFERENCE THAT "OFFICIAL" MEETINGS HAD BEEN 
HELD OR BUSINESS CONDUCTED WITHIN THE ZONE. 
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